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Things you'll need:

--Portable disc drive (pref. FireWire) with at least 30 GB free space, formatted for a Mac laptop. University laptops are fast and fully-equipment, but are "frozen." Everything you do is wiped out every day. At a minimum, you to bring a zipdrive to save your work.

--A digital camera with USB cabling or removable standard memory chip

--Comfortable set of earphones with standard small plug (1/8" or 3mm)

--Access to broadband (preferably through a Mac) at home

Ideally, you would:

-- Bring in your own Mac laptop, with Garage Band, IPhoto and ITunes installed. 

-- Download and install Audacity. It's free. http://audacity.sourceforge.net/download/

-- Bring your own digital audio recorder, microphone, cabling. 

(If you have none of these, don't worry, UArts has excellent equipment.) 

Course goals:

• To create compelling AudioSlideshows that enhance and document classroom learning, and which will engage students, parents, and other stakeholders.

• To become proficient in editing audio in Audacity, and assembling Podcasts in Garage Band. To learn the basics of ProTools, Final Cut Pro and video editing.

• To learn and apply appropriate professional documentary standards in a classroom setting

• To enjoy making AudioSlideshows. (It's fun!)

Outcomes/Grading 

1, a 30-second personal profile: an edited interview, accompanied by fotos and music. (25% grade )

2. a 90-second feature: including actualities, narration, fotos and music.(50% grade)

3. a one-page "shooting script" to document a short-term class project (12 1/2%)

4. a one-page ""stooting script" to document a long-term class project. (12 1/2%)

Assignments and lengths will vary to accommodate student enrollment and available resources

Class projects may be polished at home after the class ends, and emailed to (bruce@schimmel.com) by July 15.

Session 1

Tuesday, June 23

Morning: Introduction to AudioSlideshow Storytelling

1. Listening Party: a sampler of favorite audio and slideshow podcasts, and the stories behind them. (For a sampler, go to my website, schimmel.com)

2. Fundamentals of good interviewing. Legal and ethical rules to live by.

3. Class Demonstration/Participation:  We create a short, sample slideshow podcast, with a computer, Audacity and GarageBand.

Afternoon: Sound Portrait

1. Paired students formulate questions, interview each other for 2-minutes, take ten photos of each other, and discuss appropriate music.

2. Paired students then review each conversation, and together edit the first 2-minute interview down to a 30-second audio track using Sound Studio

3. Paired students will import the first 30-minute audiotrack and five photos into GarageBand.

At home: each subject will select and download background music to accompany their self-portrait.

Session 2

Wednesday, June 24

Morning: Sound Portrait, I

1. Paired students edit the music that the subject has selected for Sound Portrait I down to one minute.

2. Pairs import each subject's edited music, and synch it to the audio and photos in Garage Band for a rough cut.

3. Class demonstration: fades and ducking in Garage Band, using students' Sound Portrait I rough cuts.

Afternoon:

1. Pairs complete rough mix in Garage Band, for individual critique. Complete final mix.

2. Listening Party: Portrait I

3. Pairs start editing interviews and music for Portrait II in Sound Studio, and assemble digital assets in GarageBand.

Session 3

Thursday, June 25

Morning: Sound Portrait II

1. Pair completes rough mix for Portrait II, including photos. Present for individual critique, and complete final mix.

2. Listening Party for Portrait II

3. Discussion of "Show and Tell" Podcast. Selection of new partners.

At home, over the weekend: each student will select objects and virtual materials to bring in for a 5-minute "Show and Tell" presentation, which will be edited to two minutes. Select appropriate images, music/audio/background and download. 

Session 4:

Tuesday, June 30

Morning: Show and Tell

1. Class Demonstration:  how to use handheld audio and digital equipment to document events.

2. Each partner acts as reporter/producer for the other's "Show and Tell" – asking questions, collecting 5 minutes tape, and taking 30 photos.

3. Each producer edits down 5 minutes of audio to two minutes, edits background music to 2 minutes, selects 10-15 photos.

4. Each producer assembles assets for the Show and Tell in GarageBand; prepares rough cut of audio, background music and fotos.

Afternoon: Show and Tell

1. Producer tweaks Show and Tell rough cuts in Garage Band, and presents for individual critique. Completes Show and Tell final cut.

2. Listening Party: Show and Tell.

3. Discussion: Documenting your own students' work. What can they learn better by sharing, and with whom? How can students from various classroom sizes be deployed? What questions might they ask, of whom, and where? How can you set up situations to help students teach and inspire others? What role is appropriate for you in working with your students, in your ownschool setting? 

At home:  Prepare a 3-minute proposal to document three short-term projects and two long-term projects in your teaching.

Session 5

Wednesday, July 1

Morning: Podcasting from Your Classroom, and from the Real World.

1. Classroom presentation: each student presents their five podcasting ideas, with the goal of selecting one short and one long.

2. Each student writes up two, one-page strategies, for individual critique.

3. Each student goes out to collect sights, sounds and voices on Broad Street. The goal is to discover and present some small thing that's new, exciting or unexpected. Collect a maximum of five minutes of actualities and narration, plus two minutes of ambients and efx. Take 30 photos.

Afternoon: "A Broad Street of Surprises"

1. In Sound Studio, each student will edit five minutes of actualities and narration to 01:30. Select audio and rough in photos in Garage Band.

At home: Review rough cut. Select and download music as appropriate.

Session 6

Thursday, July 2

Morning: "A Broad Street of Surprises"

1. Edit pieces in Garage Band, add music as appropriate.

Afternoon:

1. Listening Party: A Broad Street of Surprises.

2. Discussion: Applying real-life storytelling techniques that you've learned to your short-term and long-term projects.

